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The presentation discussed the role of
normative ideals or normative principles in
guiding our inquiries about political actions
including designing of policies and
institutions in the real world.

It investigated three difficulties to
action guidance by the ideal(s). The first
difficulty is sheer fact of non-compliance. It
reviewed how varying degrees of
non-compliance may affect action-guiding
role of the ideal through examining Richard
North’s argument. The second difficulty,
which is more nuanced, is that we do not

know what ideal justice requires of us in the
non-ideal world due primarily to limitations
of our ability and unavoidable uncertainties of
political actions. The presenter took up a
dynamic account of duties of justice
developed by Pablo Gilabert as a framework
of action guidance that takes those constraints
into account. The third difficulty is the
absence of reliable knowledge about the ideal.
Action guidance may be made impossible by
uncertainty of our knowledge concerning
what ideal society is like. Gerald Gaus
conceptualizes such epistemic limitation as
the “neighborhood constraint” and elaborates
its implications. Gaus’ theory was interpreted
as a conservative model of weak action
guidance by the ideal was examined and a
possibility of more progressive models of
action guidance was suggested.

The commentator raised questions
concerning appropriateness and rationale for
discussing the three theorists in the paper. It
was pointed out how their projects were more
properly understood as response to different
questions. Also, some difficulties were
pointed out about the presenter’s
understanding and critique of Gaus especially
concerning Gaus’ stance on abandoning
pursuit of any social ideal. The presenter
acknowledged the validity of the comments
while some clarifications were made
concerning the presenter’s intention to
selectively appropriate Gaus’ argument for
curving some theoretical space for
progressive ideal guidance in the situation of
uncertainties.
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How does targeting in armed conflict affect
public opinion? Armed actors choose
between targeting militaries and civilians, and
further choose whether to target civilians
discriminately or indiscriminately. Existing
work suggests these choices are based in part
on the effects of targeting on public opinion,
yet the causal link between these variables
has not been clearly established. The study
has conducted a survey experiment in the
Donbass region of Ukraine to analyze this
relationship. The study finds that civilian
targeting robustly reduces approval of both
the government and separatist forces. Second,
the study finds that the effects of discriminate
civilian targeting are generally not statistically
distinguishable from those of indiscriminate
targeting. Finally, the study finds that our
respondents generally preferred a restrained,
rather than reciprocal, response from actors in
this armed conflict.
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